PICKERING 

URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

FOR  THE 

Year  ending  December  31st,  1913. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  dickering  Urban  T)istrict  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ending 
December  31st,  1913. 

The  Population  of  the  district  according  to  the  census  of  April  1911  is  3,674  in 
an  area  of  15,625  acres  ;  this  gives  an  average  of  4-2  persons  to  the  acre. 

No  action  has  been  taken  under  the  Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act  by 
your  authority.  There  are  to  my  knowledge  several  houses  that  are  not  satisfactory  with 
regard  to  air  space  and  sanitation. 

With  regard  to  Bye-Laws  Regulating  New  Buildings  within  your  district  ; 
the  present  ones  are  not  adequate  as  I  have  previously  pointed  out,  and  I  hope  the  present 
year  will  see  a  new  set  working  which  will  be  to  the  advantage  of  all  concerned. 

The  system  of  Sewage  Disposal  is  satisfactory  to  a  certain  extent.  When 
minor  difficulties  have  to  be  met,  I  suggest  that  it  would  be  wiser  and  cheaper  in  the  end 
to  work  more  systematically,  so  that  there  would  be  no  necessity  to  go  over  the  work  again  for 
many  years.  The  system  of  working  haphazard  will  in  all  probability  lead  to  a  cul  de  sac 
that  will  be  costly  to  get  out  of. 

The  direction  of  flow  and  the  prevention  of  deposition  of  sewage  at  the  outlets  of 
the  Drains  in  the  centre  of  the  town  has  been  improved.  I  hope  further  improvement  may 
still  be  made.  The  Beck  passing  through  the  centre  of  the  town  takes  the  crude  sewage, 
this  is  not  very  detrimental  but  much  improvement  might  be  made  by  directing  the  flow,  and 
by  scavenging  the  bed  of  the  stream  at  least  twice  a  year.  There  is  much  unsightly 
flotsam  and  jetsam. 


Your  Water  Supply  is  apparently  satisfactory  with  the  exception  of  the  supply 
to  those  houses  situated  upon  the  Whitby  Road.  The  level  of  the  head  of  water  in  the  reservoir 
is  not  sufficientlv  high  to  give  a  continuous  supply.  In  case  of  fire  the  present  system  in  this 
area  would  be  useless  without  the  assistance  of  the  fire  engine. 

The  Rainfall  for  the  last  three  years  is  as  follows  :- 
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The  Number  of  Births  registered  in  the  district  during  the  year  1913  is  82, 
eight  more  than  in  the  year  1912  shewing  a  birth-rate  of  22-3  per  thousand  and  an 
increase  of  2*5  per  thousand  over  1912. 

One  birth  was  transferred  as  the  mother’s  usual  residence  was  not  in  your  district. 

Thirteen  of  these  births  were  illegitmate,  rather  a  high  percentage  ;  4  being  males 
and  9  females. 

Two  births  took  place  in  the  Workhouse,  both  girls,  of  which,  one  was  illegitimate. 
This  birth  was  transferred  out  of  your  district,  as  stated  above. 

The  Number  off  Deaths  registered  in  the  district  during  the  year  1913  is  55,  viz., 
32  males  and  23  females. 

This  is  an  increase  of  four  over  1912,  showing  a  death-rate  of  14-9  per  thousand. 

The  number  of  deaths  taken  place  in  the  Workhouse  for  the  year  ending  31st 
December,  1913  was  12  viz.,  8  males  and  4  females.  The  youngest  being  51  and  the  oldest 
96  years  of  age. 

The  weekly  Average  Number  of  Inmates  in  the  Workhouse  was  44. 

Two  Inquisitions  have  been  held  during  the  year. 

The  Chief  Causes  off  Death  were  Senile  Decay,  Cancer,  Prematurity  and 
Heart  Disease. 

Eight  Deaths  took  place  in  Children  under  One  Year  of  age,  seven  of  these 
were  due  to  Prematurity  and  Congenital  Malformation.  I  may  mention  that  three  of  the 
premature  births  was  a  case  of  triplets.  These  deaths  under  one  year  have  a  rate  of  2*1  per 
thousand  births. 

Thirty  deaths  took  place  in  persons  over  65  years  of  age. 

There  was  1  death  due  to  Zymotic  Disease,  viz.  Scarlet  Fever. 

Eleven  Cases  Of  Notifiable  Disease  have  been  notified,  five  more  than  in 
the  year  1912  viz.  :- 

Erysipelas  ...  .  .  1 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ..  5 

Phthisis  ...  ...  2 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  3 

Two  cases  were  fatal  shewing  a  death-rate  of  '54  per  thousand. 


Dairies  and  Cowsheds. 

The  former  do  not  exist  and  the  latter  are  in  many  cases  unsatisfactory. 

It  has  been  conclusively  proved  that  much  of  the  tubercular  trouble  of  childhood  is 
due  to  Bovine  Tubercle.  Such  being  the  case  I  would  urge  you  to  support  any  measure  that 
will  in  any  way  improve  the  quality  of  the  milk  in  your  district.  I  am  satisfied  that  there  is 
a  deficiency  both  in  quantity  and  quality  of  milk  in  Pickering.  I  feel  sure  that  an 
increase  in  cost  to  the  consumer  would  be  economical  if  the  quality  and  purity  were 
correspondingly  increased. 

The  Eight  Slaughter  Houses  are  such  as  one  would  expect  to  find  when  they 
are  so  numerous.  I  strongly  advocate  a  Public  Slaughter  House.  If  properly  managed  it 
should  pay  its  way.  The  traffic  in  diseased  meat  might  be  largely  overcome  and  the 
nuisances  of  slaughter  houses  near  dwelling  houses  would  be  avoided.  Moreover  on  the 
grounds  of  humanity,  unnecessary  suffering  might  be  minimised.  If  you  purchase  land  for  a 
stone  yard,  could  not  a  portion  of  this  be  utilized  for  this  purpose  ? 

Your  Sanitary  Inspector  has  made  297  Visits  of  Inspection  during  the  year. 
On  some  of  these  visits  I  have  personally  accompanied  him. 

Sixteen  notices  to  abate  nuisances  have  been  delivered  and  eleven  actions  taken 
by  the  Sanitary  Authority. 

Your  Streets  and  Roads  would  be  healthier  if  kept  freer  of  mud  and  dust. 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  L.  KIRK, 

M.  O.  H. 


March,  1914. 


